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''They don't make them like him anymore,'' Jorge Galante MD told CORR 1 in a phone interview. ''Most people have that one trait that makes them different, but Victor was truly unique. He had that innate ability to understand the future and how to approach the future. He was one of our best investigators-biological issues, biomechanics, cell research, basic science-Victor researched it all.''
The National Institutes of Health awarded Dr. Goldberg eight research grants, an extraordinary number for someone who was not a full-time researcher. A three-time winner of the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons Kappa Delta Award for Excellence in Research (1985 Research ( , 1992 Research ( , 2003 , the highest award for research given by the American Academy of Orthopaedic Surgeons, Dr. Goldberg published more than 250 manuscripts in peer-reviewed journals. He wrote more than 20 book chapters and authored or edited 10 books.
''He touched thousands of people through his abilities as an orthopaedic surgeon, but his contributions to the medical literature and research had a direct impact on countless lives throughout the world,'' Dr. Marcus said. ''If you had joint replacement surgery, there is a good chance you were impacted by Dr. Goldberg just through his research alone.'' Dr. Goldberg could be an intimidating mentor-his residents were well aware of his accomplishments, and also of his intensity. He demanded a great deal from his residents, but he also showed them how to practice medicine in a scholarly way, according to Dr. Marcus.
''He pushed you to read, to constantly discover, and to always adapt,'' Dr. Marcus said. ''Yes, he was intimidating, but in a good way. You wanted to be better for him.'' A short time before his death, Victor learned that his family, friends, patients, residents, and colleagues donated the necessary funds to name a newly established chair-the Victor M. Goldberg Master Clinician's Chair in Orthopaedic Surgery-in his honor at University Hospitals Case Medical Center.
''He really was a visionary,'' Dr. Galante said. ''His overall approach to his work is second to none. We talked about his intensity, and yes, he was an intense person. But he also had an intense love for his family and friends. He was also compassionate and understanding. He would not go more than 10 days without calling me to check in. He would ask about my health. Just to make sure I was doing okay. That was the type of person he was.'' Dr. Goldberg's ''relentless pursuit of excellence'' reached far beyond his professional career.
''The first time I saw Victor must have been in the late 1960s or early 1970s,'' Dr. Galante said. ''He was running in the street and his intensity was certainly coming through. That vision of him running still sticks in my mind.' ' An avid runner with a wiry 160-pound frame, Dr. Goldberg would routinely outpace his friends when out on runs together. Perhaps Dr. Goldberg's boundless energy had something to do with his diet.
''He was a barrel of energy,'' Dr. Marcus said. ''This high-strung guy who just had a real presence. He was so thin. He would be the worst person to go to lunch with. You would have a burger and there he is with his lettuce and carrots.'' He played tennis and squash, but Dr. Goldberg truly loved to ski. His children always found it funny how the Brooklyn-born Dr. Goldberg fell in love with skiing considering his urban roots.
